Port Orford cedar, recognized by
many as the most beautiful ever-
green tree in Oregon, is making its
“last stand,” according to William L.
Finley, well known naturalist, who
points out that United States forest
service records show that little over
11,000,000,000 board feet of this na-
tive timber remain. The striking fact
is, according to Finley, that this tree
grows only in a small area in the
Pacific Coast region of Southern
Oregon and Northern California,

- To warn the public of the need
for conserving the last stands of this
most valuablé-tree, the January issue
of Nature Magazine published an
article written by Carl R. Dion in
which he stated that as early as
1866 Port Orford cedar was used in
the construction of San Francisco
bay ferry bosts. Logging did not be-
gin in earnest until about 1884. By
1925, the total production of this
cedar was 90,000,000 board feet a
year, mainly lumber; but 37,000,000
feet of this were squared logs and
veneer stock. During the past year,
about 65,000,000 feet were cut.

Japan has been the greatest for-
_eign consumer of Port Orford cedar+
' Squared logs and timber have for
| years been shipped across theé ocean
and manufactured by low-standard
labor into wooden novelties. These

‘than the cost of manufacturing the
same product in Oregon.
- “The future of this industry should
be given more consideration by the

people of Oregon,” warns Finley.
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maining stand is on public lands. In
some of these areas, no control of the
cutting is exercised. The United
States forest service owns about 16
per cent. of the remaining Port Or-
fords. It realizes that the life of this
cutting is very limited, since there
is no hope that any privately owned
tracts will be preserved. This is a
forestry product that should be put
on a sustained yield basis, which is
more needed here than in any other
section of our country,

“This plan is difficult to carry out
because industries using Port Orford
cedar naturally bring as much pres-
sure as possible to increase the cut-
ting. Individuals and organizations
interested in conserving our valu-
1efiblrza resources should take some ac~

on.

“Port Orford cedar does not grow
in separate stands, and rarely forms
more than 30 per cent. of the forest
growth where it is found under
primeval conditions. It is inter-|
spersed with other trees such.asthe
Douglas fir, and grows to
of 136 to 180 feet. These ol

ameter, and are from five
hundred years old.
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