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WLP. ,!iJ:H BEDS !t"'OR BIRDS 

by 
I 

Lia. William L. Pinley 
{This sto1y ls about bi1d llfe in the 

so11thwest \'Vh<lie 1h s. Finley is s" ending 
.the wintoi.) 

~ 0111J.sta go .J<rn+h in winte:r: al( t1a:vel no:rth in surune1 

fo1 an obvioua I ea.fJon. Bi Ide nlPI ate sc>utrl 1.,1 i.i •. t<n o.nd no1 th in 

summe1 fo1 the saPe 1eason, to avoid th~ snO\'\ ancL cold. In the cuse 

of the bi1n.s, the sno w.a.d 001.._l ~1esi:;1oy theiz foo .. supply, kill the 

insects 1;1nd fl eeze UI the z1ound With the Ve •et.tJ.l>le tlud. f?u.i t supplies 

and the weed seeo.s. It i '3 a nn.tu:r: al secprnnce, 

L.x1iving in A1izona u.1Jout 1·obiua1~ 1st, we of cou1so ex-

pected to find no bites oouzting 01 aestlng, as the mating season fo1 

bi1ds holds u;ood in ~.Lruost any 1og.i.orh I!a.~ , June and July axe the 

homo bu.i.ldine; mo . .:J.th s a.11 .ost tte "vhole t\Ol J.ct ove1. 

to find so wa.ny bi 1a i::. :fli ttinc; about a:::~o ... g the cactus on tho uppeI 

mesas ana a Vliet trntivi t;r in the mesr_u.i tes a.ncl will0ws of the lowlands 

and \\UGheu. i,e thought th.i:J must >e an '.ill ~an1 m:ound place , but a 

little investigation 1evealed the t1ue situation. 
/ 

Rolllnc; alone co111fo1ta'bly in the ciisp sunshine of a feb-

zua1y day, we saw th1asho1s, of whioh the1e a?e th1ea species in A1i-

zona, the al111e1, the Benn.l1e anc1 the Czi:3..,a.l, and othez bi1ds flitting 

about theiz usual hauuts. If tho;,r i~~xa not as exuho1ant as in r~a.y 01 

June, still they ~ve1 e the1 e. A Bila wood 'ecJqu hi tohlld quietly up a 

mesquite t1ee. A zed-heu.ded linnet buzzed busily f1on ono cactus to 

anothei. A gnatoatohei fllt+ed fussil;:r undo:xnea.th the bushes. To a. 

novioe, it woul(l seam that so u~thin~ wa.s soine on, ev6n thoush subdued. 

Taking a little stroll <JUietly by ou1selves, we found out 

the zeal situation a .. d some su1p1ises that v.e1e intezestiug. Cznnohing 
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the eand of a d1y wash in a. little gully , we saw what looked to be a 

small bunoh of g1ass 01 1oots callBht on the bal e l i mb of a oat's- olaw 

bu eh. It l ooked like a place of ti.I i:f"t caue;ht b~ hish wate1 . Out of 

ou1iosi ty, we v.ent closet a.ltd found a s11"J.all ioun.d hole in the un<lol 

pa1t of tha little b~ll. It was late afte1noon and no one was a1ound. 

soon a little fel1o~ a11i1ed •hon I 1ecogaized &ea uousin of the 

chickadee. It was a male vetdin. he ficle;eted u 1u B1' ulked t1.na finally 

popped into the :i: o und ..1001 v- ay in tr.a ball o .. ( IY "1 i:ft that :z attled in 

the wind. . This v. as no neat f'o1 ol.lld1 P.Jl: l t .as his wlntoi bad. e 

left him to r:is wlooy. 
J 

Ie 1\ .• S a tiny, olive f.p:ay l:>i:td, yellow on the neok and 

head , with a oh9stnu.t p1. .. tah 0.1 tho shonlt eI, antt ahout tho si~.e of hie 

cousin , the chickanoe. he \\S.S using the summex hor'l~ :fol u Vilntex bed. 

The ve1don' a home .ls a.l'l. nooOI'lJ>lisr..ruont in nest building. ~i, has both 

sec1 ecy a.1d ins.ccessi bill ty. .n open nest ~lth ~ho egg~ expoLod out 

on s. baie b1~1oh "\\ould not last lone 1,1 A1lzona. ~:his elaborate home 

is the iosult of llttny · ,mno.tio.as o~"' ve1cUm higto1y. I4iving in a hos-

tile count:ry s.n.1 ou:noun,ied by a l~ .ar; l.1.n of cneFiaa, the ve1din has 

leainad to choo:3e t:xeoo a.ad bnshog that -aie Dtm1u9d wl th thozns. 1~ 01 e 

than that , he selects anc~ w~aves thoxns into the -weha and fibo1s fo1 

the wall.a of this home. [t ls .in thl s wa:1 a .foz1;i:fj ed house with a. 

dooxway in tho bottom so that liza.Id arn.l snake cnomiea cannot entex. 

And it is u.e c;Otht foz winte1 as mw1me1 . 

Aaothe:r: common bi11,.1 of i·he df~S"It :follows this same 

p1a.otioa . J..he cactu's wxen, l.Lke t:ie 'VEHd.in. builds a 'aJ.1 p101.oot.ed . 

covexed home. lle selects tho tho1niest pl..1ce in a cholln cnctua, ~1-

though sometimes he J.lasts in. a meo ui to o:r pu.lo Yeid.a. The oactus Vil e11i, 

l ike the tule VII en 01 ' inte1 iU en, of+en bui l ds nests that a I e not used 

i n sum11e1. '.I.1hese aI e called 11 cock nests" aml axe pl: oba.bly bull t by the 

mtde while the fernale is i ncubati ng. It i s a question v;heth ex they 



axe built f1om tho atandpoint of p1otection, - that ia, having seve1al 

·unused nests about as a 111se, :.. 01 w•otho:r tha bi1da build homes until 

they get one that aui ts them exao-t,ly. At lea.st, a. good many of these 

gou1d-shaped, .fine Blass w1en rn:l'3ta uxa u:""ed by the n<>cl·s :fo1 wintez 

beds. 
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