
Veiy little iu ktlown of the tiavels of bi?ds. ~he 

songste:r tl.'3.t .r:.P.sts i11 .,·ou1 back yu.1d a.urine tre srume:r t.:..y ·1 rea1s 

a fluclr of JOU.::i: b.i:rds, a.1tl the fa.ffiil .. Loves south in v:intez time. 

The~ may spend the winte1 vacation in the southe1n st~tes, 1:exico, 

or some go clea.1 on to JoL1th .\.me:rica. 

Does the same IJaiI of bi? ds ! ~tu::rn to the ap}..lle t 1 ee 

ika±xl±xmi this sp:rlng that !esided ttere last spring? Pirds of a 

srecies all look ali~e ~s f&I us cl~thes a1e conce:rned. The:re is 

no permanent way of _puttir1f a ma:::k on +"he riJ:umo.co of a bi::rd because 

a bi1d sheds its feath~!s as one tukes off ac nld suit o~ c10+hes. 

The s~nplr:st ana. mos'4:i :rie:r:na1rnnt m~.rJ< is a little alu1r:l-

nurr leg band 01 a~rlet +ri~t fits loobel7 Oh the leg and bPais a 

"';he "Jepa:rtmc.rJ.t of _LJ.c:ricult1ne. ':ris little band is a :pe!ri•i.IJ.ent 

1eco?i,aB~ is in no wuy bothersome to the bi1d, und follows it 

thr ourl: life. 

BJ this.method, some 1emaI~a~le life histo!ies of birds 

have been rec0!dnd. 

t>- "-

1 7-- \,,,-'i-_.....,. ·~...., 
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-· l~_ tt le v .i ! eo that tied her 1ni.s:l?ct nc st to -the lirr..b of 

~Ion u~ acciie~t OI 

i:.. , char.co th~"f- he anu electeA ~ new ~~te. 

ur...d.e r c;:r o:.t.ul al:>ou t +r r ee ::'eot. .. _ ~~locl: 

of i'i ve re~ lived l~ ~ cLve and cr~~ual~~ ~:rew to m~t1ri~~. 

~he fliulers or wo0: nchc:rs thq+ a hole i:::1 or,c of 

the old a~ple trees ~ere not va:~ married Iela+io~~. 

6ae of the pairs staid arounQ s3~eral but after t~e nesting 

and ap par e:rrt l;, a 

riew ma:rri!:.8''3 was followiJ:.i.f; lr: 'tho srnir, • 

F:xori1 tl_ppea:rances, marriPd li e rria:; not lw.ve been enti1e::.y 

smooth aD the!e was an oac:...i sion~~l arturtent on "f:he tO:!.J of m1 old 

sturr1r:i. ':his occur:red v~hen thP. 1nc-.i. >-w c:c'.lqO'l v1as h!:il::' over, end 

housr;'hold aff~irs were weieheC1. ~:~1~: : l~r~e and t·1.:-1:._:r~r fanil:,. 

the flic~ers vo1e first ~arric~. 

the lives of no two birds coald ~ave heen smoo~he1. 

~ fllc~qi has a hill Like a Dick- axe to di3 into the bark 

of a tree fo1 insects. So~etiJes he di:s i& the e1ound for ~orns 

or ants. 

~i. flicke:r' s tai 1 _Pat.hers a:re shax ::->- !"'0L1tcd ur"c.. act as a 

'!')I O D J.1 '0 I ' • ' h h . t h .::- _ ni ~ o oc, ./ as e ~·l J _ es ~!' the slde of ~ t:ree . 
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f 

A flickcr's :0ot a iobin' s. 

Theie axe d two ~ehind, so he can clutch the 

ba1k of ~ t?ee moia ~sily. 

_eorue 01 ~nia :ua}~~&n 
th ,t was thrnwn out in 'l>o 'l:i;cY Jard. Z:as cu.~.:;1't Ojle oa:• 

lif tl.c oand put on rHH leg. LntA,! had a nest :i4t 9. nca:rlJ~r fi 

·.Then the ,,roung were the '3Sf:S.,1 ~ tm:nod ou+, to\ 

a• 

b :ratre:r weak ap.d sic1(ly. ta~e L +c .he house nnd p;!ew up\\in 

t .J ~+: ..... C:., V1·l1e:x.~· he lite11:u~1 tendences. 

I r fO!fOO' an 1it~ut his ~i,tIJ b! '""~ ,ir,r. si stern, andj 
t~9k entir ~ :.: ... 9' 

H . l". ~ h d is 1.Kin;y _ o 1 s oj,i'. s 

Unaf r ,,_yo f <iO[': 

~akinf a dlrt ~ath 
I 

:t<~nc/vie"., 1)i!d OJi came:ra 
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~hexe a1e vazious methods fo2 ifentifiaation: fineer 

piint~ foI men , 0zands fo1 live~tocv, Joll~rs for dogs. Rut fo1 

bi:t:ds, the1e is a tln~r L.lu:i:inuru lee band o:r anY-let that carries a 

special lllirnbe:r and :rAcord that is kert b.;r the 'Qioloeical Su:rvey of 

the Departnont of Ag1icultu1e. 

'i'here is an old saying that "'l bird in the h9.nd is wozth 

two in the 1Jtl8h, '' so you have to catch you:r bi:r d hefo1 e the little 

b!acelet can encircl~ his lee. 

'Lhe simplest ~athod is a little wire t1ap and food that 

attractive to wild bizds. 

When ~ ~ird ls t1a,ped, he is naturally scared but lf 

handled ir,_ just the ri:i-t.t way, he soon frnr,ets bciflg caueht and 

.nany times birds retu:rn to the sal'.':le t 1ap fo! food. 

Often 9.::'ter recP.itring a bal!J., a bi:rcl will lie ir ... the open 

band liS if l:e \rn:r e totally unaf:z aid. 

'3.f b:i..idine c~uc};.s in va!ious .[la:rts of +110 count:ry, these 

are '.)ft er ... killed b,/ h'1n~er s dn!:..ine the shootine season, e.ni ve:ry 

val~able d~ta h4s been secuzed on the mig1ationa or t:zavels of 

V.!J.ter :'owls. Form1:nly it w.·u,;, thoueht that the ducks 11o'ved south 

to s.:;>~nd the wL1te! anf, I ctu:rned no:r th to br P.P.d_. '311nding zcico:r ds 

shew that man~T bi:rds travel east 01 ·•:est as well as to +he north 

ariei south 
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