





ROADRUNNERS

Near the register of a prominent hotel in Tuescn, Arizora, hangs
the card of the Southwestern Traveling Men's Associstion. The emblam in this
«,‘me‘ ie & bird with e high top-knot, & leng teil, end lege thet indieate
thet he is traveling et full speed\ acrees the desert. Under the pleture is the
motto: "You can't run over us." All of which is a parable. Both the road-
rumner end the traveling salesman cover the ground,, end I am sure that the

roadrunner at least ean't be run over.

One can't get the full meaning of thie until he starts hunting Foad-
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runner, the most unique end intrigueing bird of the southern desert region.

R

In fact, if a tourist traveling through catches & mere glimpse of this wary

bird he is lucky. His numerous names are as mystical as his shadow. He is ‘ ‘

A

ealled Ground Cuckoo, Mexican Paisano, snake-killer, chaparral cecik, but most 1
typical of all, cock o'the desert. 1

‘As we rolled along over ene of Arizona's splendid highways, the sand

hissed under the wheels. Here and there thrashers, verdins, gnatcatchers,
and other birds were seen from time to time, but no roadrunimr. Only the i
feeling of his presence was there as we scamned closely every elump of

cactus that we passed. Then just at the side of the white road, scuttling frem
one guarly cactus to another, slid a slim, dark bird with head lowered as if
dodging the corut;tny of strange eyes. It surely was a roadrumer. He faded
away in the -nmi that reached out over the endless mesa. Then his shadow
came out again, skulking from one bush to snother, running: easily as if he
wished to keep pace with the car. At our slightest movement, he became scared
and slid aleng low to the ground like a brown streak. His movements were

catwlike. He was making toward the west end of the Catalinas, those rugged

.eolorful mountains that lifted directly out of the plain in front of us. Seon
he disappeared into the sameness of sand and wash, palo verdes, sahueres, oco-

tillos and cheollas. .
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