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SJ?OBTSlli&R r;ILL THE GOOSE THAT LAYS THE GOLDEN J':GG 

The :racts collected It!tlat.i.n(! to t e ea.ma ?esoueoes of 

0Iegon tend to ShOW th~Lt the BpOltS?t,Oll ae a f)lOUp aze lf)SpOnsible fOl 

the gz ad11al d isanpeaxanoe c:f valuable apeoie s of O:regon' a enme bizd a and 

fish. 

Stio.nr·ti !l .. it . -~r sP-oJJ . this .has not oome so muoh fxoru. opn 

open hunting aw1 i'iehin,3 eEH:t.so.1s a.m'i too la1eo lrn.p· limits a.a f1om :f'ault.y 

game policies. n. account of the l ~ok o-r un1ezlyinr uaie.at.i:f.'ic inin-

oi Jles a.ml an ei"fective r:t..m~ ... anae;fn".ont plan. tri.e epozt.smen a1e stzangJ.ing 

the goose that lt.i..,;S .~1e olde:! e f' • 



About twenty- five yea1s aeo . the game fish . eune biidB 
and nmmals of 01tJeon b'.:le;an to dec1easo and the fu.m1s app1o:p1ia.ted 
we1 e insufficient to >:.n; otect them. Ltrws w.,1~ pasaed esta.bli shine hun-

" . \i1 •• • his seemo<l to be a ver;.,1 :fo:i:tunate plun · 

fox whiah it was nollea•od.~Y of~loials anJuintod bJ the Goveinoz . 
Inac1w·1 (-1.s 1h s._.oits ien >:d,l tho lioonul:l fees . they 

took the stand :r:r OM th . 1ti ,inn ln"' th ..,t t:h 1 -:'>I'd i.·t ment o'f ga.ma exeou-
tives ohould come :i'.lorH tha lu'.1...1\:s of tho ·~.voits ian. 111his snemed fai:r: 

:i.n t lv" :f'i:r < t nlaoe , the ta.me o"!: the Sta.tf't belon --o to 
all the people all' not to v.ny one ,C'"IOUT1 . The ~ame is a state iesou1oe 
and should be handled fo1 the benoftt Qf ,..11 tl10 oi tizens. · Lot us 
get a olosex vi1: w of the subject. 

The nati,•e t10ut in (.,;i:~gon stieiims a.10 speoies wozld-
Ienown.ed fol theil e;aminess and food fla:voI. The eeog1a.phioal position 
and enviionmcnt of the En.cifio .No1thwflllst with its ooea.n- fed st1eame 
have CI eate the won.de? ul 13teelhead 01 I a.inbov t1 out . 

The Clatk t:rout , omnmonly called cut- throat , was fiI at 
desozibed by Captain vr1111aJ11 Olaxk of the Lewis and Cla:ik }l;xnea.i tion. 
This t1out , like the Iainbow. has a toztunate ancoatxal habit of pazt 
of the family m!g1atinc t :J the aea !md. develop1J18 to la.1gei: size and 
then ietu1ni ne to f1eeh wate1s to spawn. 

Pew people exoert aoientists 1ealize that this iemaikable 
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t:r a i t of both th• 1ainbows a.nd out- th1oe.ts l ead.a to the development o:t 

a stzong :r aoe. 

r'hf'!!ll it comes to ur,lanci game bi1de, 01seon is most f ox-

tunate in being 't.h" ho11e of' five a ecies of g:rnuae . The bl ue 01 sooty 

g1ouse , noumo;. ly calle1l 11 hootc:1 . n is a. :roma:r:ko.ble eame bi:r:d fo1mo1 l y 

abundant thiough tl1e :fi:r -tin.bez~ .. ro.ea o:f w~s+.ezn O:r:egon. The 1u:f'fed 

g :x ouse 01 "dxmmne:rt , a ty .ical hb:1l of ... he thickets , :rich 1ed- b :x own in 

0 0 101 beoau sa of the rio"!e humid bolt irt which i+ lives, -was always a 

·p1ize o:f olde? spo1tsrion. 1.i'he aaen hon o:r s~u~e r,zouse , the Columbi an 

shat p- ta.ileii g10!lfJf'i sirri.tlc l to tho na.tiie chicken, and the l!,xanlrlin 

g1ouse 01 fool hgn t.:t:re nll 13ple11'ic1 s ecie::. of the l')ante1n Oxegon 

f l ookarl th1ough n11 f>a.!ts of -west~:i:n Orec;on, and tl1~ little blue 0 1 

valley quail wete e..bnnctunt in con ho:rn ati<' eastoxn 01eeon. 

spo:r tsmen of two or ... h:!eo deo,,("~'H3 nco. In rJT)i-+ o of he fuct that they 

established. th1., I<Dutat.:on of tho Stuto f1oro an outd.001 xeoieatio.a. 

standpoi nt, tho~r a:t it now almost fox eoi.rtcn. 

Yea:z s a.co when tJ1e s 101+;ar~on of -":ho Stute bAgan d omi-

na ting game xesoru:cos, one vie,, was natu1all y unpo:rrnost in mind. License 

mone~ was naid wi~11h bu1: one id1'a., na.rr6l.f, to kill ew G bi:i:o s end mar.ma.ls 

an.a. to take fish :from the st1eeme. TholA:foxe , this influenced the wo1lr 

of the Game Commission. h.sn ou:i: quail and gzouse began t o (JO down , np 

thought was given to toe oa.t.i.sos 01 to hel :ping the ct i sanpeo.1ine spec ies. 

Thi s woulU. haTe 1equi l'. e& I ef::!eaxch and si;udy. ~~he c1y of spo:rtBl!len was 

som~thing t o k i l l • 
./ 

The i 11t1oduotion of the Chinese 01 1in5- neoked pheasant 

was hailed as t he 31eatest event in t.he xeoo1d book of sr.oztamen. Then 
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came othe1 f'o:reign sneoies au.ch as tl1e J-'111on1ttu1 01 Hungaz !an pa:xt:r:idge. 

an<i. next the attempt3 cf the Grnae 00(iilU1!3sion to otosa one sreoiea wi tl· 

anothe1 to find a now game biI<t. Only the real natu:xe lovez ana. scientist" 

Todo..Y ...-10 Jt:lf!e in 01egon ou+doo:t hletozy has such a blank 

aspect as that ieJ.atl:r.i.:;z +o u. >lam! ga."'11., bii ds e:-toert th~ _:;>age that anplles 

to t11e native xes.i .onts of Oxeaori ' wo:w't.e:t!ul stxemns a.nd 1ive1s. 

!lo at te Li thr, Unl n -. osaeasett fine1 "fish 1esou1oes 

. in all he1 st11tMtS thru1 Ole["O!L. ~he .1a.tive s / .. e ies of tiout and salmo:a 

we1e ·known a.1011nd 1'1e o:tlLl as sornethine <ictinctive , an integ:r:u.l va1t 

of a g1~at state. 

Jot one augle:r: in ;;;.i rty ~- nov~s the c•iffeiont species ot 
tzout native to the f..t I earu in whioh he fiahat3. It lH oufn to sa~ that not 

mote than one w1glen: in twon.t;y has an~ i{lf'a in 1'1inl but ihe nnmbet of fie}t 

in his <Heel. 

Any stua.ant of' rmt111al hiator~ Ju-..o ,s tl ~1 a t1011t de-

velops and th1ivo$ S<ll..W_xding to P-nvi:r:ow~1ent ona. foocl oc ~1 tiona. The 

histo1y of the past t?.senty :1ou!s stows ~J.n uttoI laoJ of etudy of' the 

:fundamental p1oblems. The111t has b;t.leu no scientific bns1s :foI p1otecting 

and aon:sazving thA nat1vo s·iaoioe adapt"c to individual ot1eams. The 
' 

sole 1d3a has bean to ~stablish hatch~?ies, p1oduoe ~illione of finre1-

lin3s. both native and :ro1eit..rn, a.nrt <mm) th.em incUsorilainatel~r into the 

st1eams. The quality of thtl stock ha~ bf3en neglAo~ed.. 

A fish is a. fish :fxom the apo1tsmen1 s standpoint. Sup-

pose in the livestook i:ndust1y, fa.1me1 A and. stock owno1 s paid no at-

tention to b1eed. hat a hete1or;enious mass of mixed,b1eed chickens, 

sheep, cattle, and hozses O:r:ego.n woul'l have if She fol1">wed the svo1ts-

men's plan f.ox p1oduction o'f quantity with no thonght of quality. 
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The b::reedine m1d oR:ra of atook is in the hands of 

students and expexts •. Th~ state a..~d the govo1runent txain these in in-

sti tutions to develop 11vestooK al ng 13oienti.f.'ia lines. The study and bI 
~ I 

b1ee in.g of. .atook ate not e·ovexna by bntohoz;.; ancl '"n.tnket owne1s. The 
("' V , I c /t". 

s JOitsmen as a ~10111 pa.., '. ,il license fees to kill e;ame. They laolr 

the into1est an iilt:i ) t rR tlon to ufjv. lop r:.:xul koap up the native game 1e-

sou1~ee of Oxego~. 

T~lU.J t;he :resn.lt of ti: en1"J-:f'i~re "'"aIB of dornination of 

wildlif'e ::resouzoeo by 'the s ozt~r'ien h~& meant that 01u: valuable un-

land gs.me s;mci,s al0 :ra).l.ii.Ll"' diflappc:,tu:i.ilf; an that feathe?ed earne f'1om 

.foxeign aount1it'JB are tt tn thett · lnee. 1.Che rm.tivP. ''ate1fowl with 

bxeed.i:ag. feaitinr"", an.ti 'tasti.n; n.:r eas c~eBtl<;yc , a:r o at the point whe1e 

ing beds :f"o1 an i o:re sin iD.HH of oat11, 'bass, c1a11 ies, shad, Looll 

Leven, m:a. otha1 crumil1ri.liatic V$.Ii~'tfe~, t',3 n«·J.tlves n:r:e being :rapidly 

01 owded to t o wall :i:i-1•l at&I vc i) lt. rt is li ~e :fl · oding the State 01' 

O:regon with Eu:zoneans and P~sintioa, -;ho d1ive out, t,ho uneticans. 

I.n oonclusio.i, t;ha wo:i:k h.e1etofo1e o nte1ed in the state 

Game Commission may lugically bi1 d.ivir1ed in+o two na..:i:ts. Fi:xst1 is the 

enfoz oemont o! 5amA lav.s. whic ~ :in a .olic n1 ohlem nn<t has been govezned. 

by the epo1tsmen ao_coxding to husinoss methods. r_ciw 88cond is the con-

ee1vation of nativ~ fish, Ga.T'.:e hi:t<lcs , and mammals o.f the State and is 

an involved. soientlfia nobleJ.. It is also a.r.1. elluaational p1oblem. If 

the 11oenss .:f'u.nd.B hnd been divided into two )azts , .one paxt ex~ended by 

the Gnma IJommiss:ton fo 1 the entox cement of laws , and the ha.lane o of the 

funds handled by the Oxegon State A31icultu1al College, Oiegon ~ould 

have been muah !u:rthex alo.rlg tho :i:oad towa?d o_onse1vin.~ and developing 

hex wildlife zesouxoos and makini thifJ a gteat :roc1on.tiono.l state . 
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