
Duzinw 1he past few yea1s as the wate1fowl populution 

of the oount1y deoxeased so noticeably, it has boaome naoesaa1y foz 

r,amo exne:rts to collf'.lot mo1e oom)leta data. on the. b1ee<.line and feed-

in1~ habits as 11,ell as the t1nvels of blzds. As 1 t io impossible to 

foll.w any flook of bixds !UKXS:tXJQ; f.1om one placB to o.nothoI, some 
; 

method of taggin{) these t10.vele1s waa neoet:isu.1y so tts to kno\11' the 

mig1ation xoutes f!Dom the SU1UJue1 homos to the winte1 feeding -;zounds. 

The simplest a.net best method hit upon was u. Ii ttle 

alumii1um band like a b1 aoalet that coulti be fl tted loosely axound the 

leg of the bi1d. l<;u.ch han~i. had a d.iffe1ent rmmbex L tamped in i-he 

metal with the words ".Biolosical S111vey, Wa~:::hinBton, .). c." 
Marcy thousands of v·1ate1fowl have beon llve- 1.Iup_Jed and 

banded on tho b1ee<tin0 c1ounda o.ml in. va.~ious rl1;;1,oos 1.. tuing mlezation. 

Jinoa mauy liuc~{"s u. a geese axe killecl (lu1inc the o )en season, thou-

sands of bands have been taken off by hunto1s and 1etuxn11tl io the 

Blologioal ~uzvey. y checldne the 1aconls , 111a11y i"acts h~vo been 

disoove1~d that lead to ·he botte1 p1otectlon of va1iouB species. 

The coruroon idea ls that ducks hnd eeese move r101th in 

sp1lng and south in the fall. Ba.dine 1eco1(\s shot\ that bi1da move 

in all dlzect.i.ons seekin~ 1.u:eas v.he1e food io ahunuant. lazge num-

be1 of m!:i.l.LaIU.s banuod in rontana niGit.te hoth west t.m<l south. On , 
the otheI h$.Jld . 1adhaads bimded in the Bea.1 . lve1 m~llshes of Utah 

have fo1 some 1eason a ve1y ilfmsual aohodule of tu.wal. The! move 

no1th and then ea.ut acxoas tlrn n0Itha1n pn.1t of the count1y and spend 

the ~1nte1 on the south atl~~ic coaat . 

Since Malheu1 JA1.1-A • esttlV ~tion is both a b1c1}ning a1ea 

fox wate1fowl a.ml also a 1or3tinr- und f.eodine a1oa :fo1 flocks t1avel-
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ing noz th aml south, 1 t it a e;ood plnoe to t1 a.p and ba.rnl wa 't.e1 fowl 

and oolleot faots 1ela.tine to the llfe histo1ies of thP.ee bixda. 

!fen1 the mouth o'f Blitzon Hive1 v,1 exe it flows into the 

bed of .alheux .Luke, the Biolocioal Su1vey has a t1(\~1pinc a.n<l bo.naing 

sts.tlon. ':his is hanctled b~r LI. Phili1> A. Du.Mont. These pens HI e 

cove zed wi 4 h td2e, a.ml e. 1un?.a.y f1om the outside leads to the r,oint 

of a V with n. littlo opening whe1e auoks can entflI easily hut oan't 

find thei1 way out. G1u.in ls scatteted innit\e 1,hf} l)8JlS and o.utside 

this V-sha.ped ontxance. A 'fow uucks inuicte v.i th planty to eat soon 

att1act othexs. F1om the la1ee anolosu1e, tho bi1de ate 01iven into 

a srn11lle1 pen whe1e they aif? cau('.'ht. "handed, tho numhe1s and snecies 

1eoo1dad and tha~.l ?e1aased • . 
One micht think 1..hat v.hen these wild bixda axe cuught 

and banded the fI lght would koer' ti.em f:r;on coruine; ho.ck. Jnoh is not 

the c~se beoause thexe axe raany Ierca.ts. A eood dinne:i: often makes 

mo1e o! an imp1ee ·ion thun the feax o~ beinc tiu~pad • 

... I ec;1.11~utl~ a 11.uok ente1 r3 q. t1 ap i;;howir..cr a bu.mi. on the 

leg thut is v..ell ''01n. She !ecOitis .r.a:,r sho' t} a.t 'thi:~ biid itas · 

banued two, thiee or fou1 yea1s befo1e. lf has heon lucky onouch to 

~~u1vive the many eune o~. an o~'~ .1. • enuon. ... oum.lly a duck' o li~·e is 

not mote tlv..1..1 two to .foul Y•)H.1 s. yet some nave bee.fa lHm(HJ(: amt I et . 

tu1 ned, sho\d!llJ thht th~y have lived at lAast s!•Ven 01 eir}1t .,1 fH11 s. 

9:he ma.jo:r: i ty Of bil els banclecl nt r u.lhelll . .iuke l Ul .tne the 

ea1ly .[.-alt of the season ttle m llai:crn and piutails. 'lhe rotu1ns on 

thtt ba.m1 s of these blzds that havo been kill~d. sho~ tr_at, a 1E.1go ma-

j 01 i ty 1J e:c e ~hot in the Sao1 a.rnonto ~TalJ.P.y a.ncl sot\th to :3outhezn Cal-

ifoznia. 
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