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It oulO. be int crest in" to know the real raasona why 

some birds neet in colonies nnd others do not . Fe of our 

smaller bir have noeting place~ in oommon,but the s allo s 

are exc ptione,both the eave and the bank 9 allows. Throughout 

the et colony of cliff a aJlow will aeleot ~ l"lrge build-

in~,n brid~e or a cliff and pl, tor n em 11 area with hundr d 

of thin mud ne~ta . On the other hnnd, I a.1 ys find that ach 

p~ir of b rn s allo s like hole buildinis to themselves . 

BlaokbiT !!!! like to nent near toaether in a certain locality . The 

ingt inot th t prompt B a compnny of theoe birds to take up their 

homes year ~ftor ye~r bout the same pond cannot be very different 

from the feeling that prompts men to do the aame thing . Almost 

nll of our birds like to flock a.t cert in aeasone of the year, 

eapec.~lly hon migr tin . At this time there is a common feeling, 

a trnveling kinqhip . Then, there are dvanta ea of protection. 

0 e mi~ht think th"-'tt the ea bi.rde nest in such ,reat 

colonies beoause their numbers are so vast and the rocks where they 

live are comp ratively f • But the same e eciee of gulls and 

oormornnt~ thnt crowd to eth r on ~ mall se- rook ill a l90 

cro d to ther in a emal 1 ne~t int! area about the inlan lake!3 

wh re n~~tinq plaoe~ are almo~t unlimited in number . The pelicans, 

t erna and herons all a rand out over a lar o n:rea hen they feed, 

but they like to ~athor in a bi colony and elect a oocmon breed-

in~ round . 

Amon those inl~nd atryr birda,I b ve found th~t the 

i nstinct is not onl for birds of the aame ep cie~ to form colonies 

but bir s of differont anecic~ 11 e to have their colonies in 

1 



olos proximity. The bagt examnle of thia I have seen is i n the 

Klamath Lake ro ion of Southern Oregon, here the tule , extend for 

mile~ i n e~r !' direct ion, furnishin~ ext en ive neat in place • Yet 

the p.;Teat er part of the t er birds of the Lower Klamath Lake, not 

includin~ g tte biraa,have ~ol cted a certain aoall region for a 

br e in ~round,and about thia place the gulla,oormoranta,pelicans, 

rabes,terns and herons all na emblc in one vaat colony. 

The ro11t blue heron i"J one of the moot interoat in::: birds • . 
It is 0aid thnt pair will build an i olated nost,but I h~vc never 

fnund one. The heron liker; a. remote fishin proaervc of hio orn, 

for he ia solit~r fioher;but ho lores to live in a small villa~e 

como.unity where he cnn roturn each evonin~ nnd enjoy the aocial 

life amen~ hi"J noi hborn and. dwell in mutual protect ion . 

He is a rem r able fello"V to adopt himself to c i:::onn.-

et ance~ . In a bird of nuch lon~ lcu.s an1 of uch proportion~>one 

ould n ur~11y think hi~ nn'1tin~ pl ce ould be on tho round . 

In t 1 k re~ion of ~outhern Ore on, e did :find the ~Teat bl,1e 

herot ncnt inrr on th~ round, surrounded on nl l aide'"! by ullo, 

pelican n· terns. But in o·hcr nortiono of Oro~on and a lifornia 

a colony of theoe en~e birdA ill oelect the tallcot fira deep 

b~ck in +hn foreat or the ~ycarnoToa ~nd ~1110~0 in the midst of 

a mp . 

The ~· nmn lnndn at o lower en of ~an Fl'nnci~co B~y 

re ion nrc inhabited b t .. ,o ifferont kin of herons, the r nt 

blue n~ the blnck-crownolf. ni11ht h·"ron. Tho niS!ht heron 1$ bird 

much smrill r in pronort iono thnn the rent blue . The legs are 

ahort,nnd the nee'!". i nhort !ln,.,_ thick in comn'.lrinon to that of 

the bluo h ron. At the 1 e:r en of the ony in 'l wooded belt 

reachin,,. out out n mile . In the cen re aro lnr e nycamor0 t~ees, 

tho tTunka of ~hich n.r0 twined ith a thic growth of oiaon oak. 

'Thie area in an nlmost imnenet ::.-able jun le . 
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