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even takes to hunting sersps of bread and meat in the back | i

- yards of the city. He can compete with the English sparrow

whe, in the matter of holding his own, has been called "the rat

of the air."™ When food becomes scarce in one locality, it

. dossn't take a gull long to find new fields. It is the time

honored custom of blackbirds to follow the farmer's plow in
spring time and pick up a iiving of angleworms. The gulls fiy

~inland many miles from wﬁter to gather in o line behind the f

plow, for tﬁoy have learned that a menu of angleworms on the

farm is as pelatable 28 a meal of fish at tho_geasharo. ;
This web-footed bird is more naarlyﬂét the head of the

class in intelligence than any other species. In a few moments

we shail tell you how the anecient races ha& an idea that he was

a gnliihlo fellow and noted for his stupidity. In truth, he is A

more versatile than any other so-called seasbird. Some gull

species live along the seashore, nesting on the off-ghore rocks.

Others nest entirely on the inland lskes through the northern

part of our country. With web-feet, this bird can hunt a living

like any other waterfowl, yet he can compete with the robin or

~iflyéatchar and skirmisk about the fields, or he cam gather in

a harvest of grasshoppers on the sagebrush desert. Ever since
the ferries started on San Francisco Bay, the gulls have always
plied back and forth on regular schedules and have taught some
people to toss out bread to be caught on the wing. rﬁey sail
at the stern of a steamer for many days because they know that

at least three times between sun-up and sun-down they will get

a choice dish of seconds from the cook.






an 1d0a never ontered the Mesds of thewe grangreomcd gulls\dkin-
ming aleng those eity pavomantn picking up a hearty meal of worms
whigh had"wigglod out of the saturated ground.

Thile two species of gulls like the célifarnia and ring=
billed§~which noét in the same coleony on the inland lskes, or the
glaucoug-winged and westorn gulls which live together on the sea
rocks, sre alike in size end coler much as an Englishman would re-
semble & Frenchman, 78% they 4o interbreed. There is o steaifast-
ness of cheraeter and trueness to species. If this were not so we
ghould have ohaos, not only im bird character but in the world of
natural history. |

» There are nearly fitty known sptcieﬁ'ef gulls and every
fall about a dozen diffirent kinds gather along our coast-lines.
Coming from the inland lskes and from the .stormebound ses rocks,
thieg white-winged fleet saile into the rivers and bays to winter
about the wharf-lined water=-front.

While gulls are abundant'in every section of our coast-
line, vhen sn amateur starts out to malke the acquaintance of dif-
forent members of the family he takes on a problem that he cam
master only in a pertial way after long study and observation. At

- firet sight he recogniges the bird of snny-whito4broast and head

and delicate pear-gray back. At the seme time he 8lso sees the mot-
ley array of gulls et the same size whiech are partly gray and partly
white, and others of mottled-gray plumage without a touch of white.

- These heknght take to be entirely ditferont gulls, yet they may
all be of the same species but of different 2ges.

When a gull chick passes out of his mottled downy stage
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