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A black bear cub ia born in mid- winter w1on. his mother 

is in hibern tion. She is not completely unconscious like a 

ground squirrel. Al thout<h sleapinf soundly., sho can l>o easily 

aroused. But duri?lf:' tho w:Lntar sleep sho noi thor ea.ts nor U.rinlts • 

. mother boar may weir,,h three or l.'our hundred pouncls . 

whilfl one of her cubs at birth ;"Jil1 avort.ge t.;.bout twelve ounoeo. 

Ile is :uflkod and toothless , ~~1th ayes closed like those of new-

born. nup:pies and kittens. Tho o;rowth is so slow that it is .thirty 

or £orty davs bofore be gets his ayes open, and another month 

baforo ha is reotless to eet outdoors. 

Tl:rnre 1a a ~ood r aeon for . Jatura ' a foresight in. 11he 

life of a blao~ boar. Sh~ gorges like a pig in the iall and builds 

a thiok al b of ttill0' .. "2 arOllnd her body v-hen she crawls in to go 

to .... lee:p. i th her reserve o;f fat . sba can lio in bad. s.n.d feed 

her putr of' cubs f'o:r forty duya and forty nirhts. If her cu.'bo 

weighed aix. or o1ght pounds a.pioco , as one mi~ht ax:poot , and a.to 

aooorclingly, th mother oouldn' t very \<Jall get throug.u this quiet 

·ma.torn.ity sts._ o. l. ou·b , ·Ven whon very m.uu , has excell nt lunga . 

Ile '\:lhimpera rn1d cries very mu.oh lik J a mu1an baby. 

If a oub is to.ken from 11is inotnar when. very ama.tl, just 

bo:fore or just afte1~ hi oyea aro open. he can't ..i.ive unless kopt 

in a warm placo . 13eoause of his immature \11rth , warmth ls :neo-

osse.ry. If troata•i kindly o. bcH..r cnb is gentle and Ill:J.kes a ooa 

pet. e te.ke s readily to a bottl0 and lliI'IJlo. ~he milk should 

be diluted with a little water , warmed and a little sugar added • 
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.s lle grows oldar a little gruel aan be mix.ed i th the mil:!"'. 

TvJO oubo · r" ~ood pl~;m.v.teH and companione1 spon.d moat of t lPir 

tima ple.yil'l{". ·lnd ot al.on"" well toceth"'r oxce""t a1 dim:Hn· time. 

1.hey should be i'ad. separately •. ~,s -t,he.,r f1 <? t more guia~l;r ovor 

a PM of mill: th.on o.nythirw 1 so. 

h")ar :in the \1ood, lilr;:;s almost A.n'. thin t· "t he can 

:fin51 uoh aa barrios. gru~)s. hon y , fisnl' root~ an'l er"''36• He 

ia e:xpsrt t pie rl '.lR 'b rrie s nd otb.er sm .l ru1 t.. l (1 a0t:1.e-

timos ae.ta grase ju.at ~.a ~. horse or cow F' e 1.i :: n to tttrn over 

rotte!l. loue. an.d io alw ys "On the lookout for ·a bo -tra • In 

ot mtnm r w athor, b.LlY.lts for 1at ttb in . oa 

ro:portad to kLll a sheer or- pig, but ·th1. ... iF.t not inher nt in the 

re crim-

in.rile md thiev .~ an.)?1£? r~ ld. b""B.rC the o~ ne s i '· tl:..a htrmo.n 1 orld. 

imoJ. . On the oontr ... ry. lie ets t1Jrot1r-h th.c• ~oods v r 1 CVJiftly, 

and i" o. ·ood s. immer nd a. pplendid olimbor. A. b ar tr. ok in 

~laoe of to s ho h~s lone; alewa or di cine an, e~imlin~. In the 
woods Er 11.n ~a .tlever dan~·oro·u3 i f n p rson minds his own businoss • .. 
Outside of u iw.tional p~rk or a. pl.ace where ~ild. unimD.l ~ uro pro-.. 
teotod,. it ia iU:l th.i · evor to c toh ai ht o:f a b r ba-

c .... um.l Qf his J.ntitinotivo fear of .sn.. ·hon hi 0 ouriosi ty :ts 

aroused. or he .is suddenly disturbed , he sometimes atand.s erect 

on hie hind f ot to n~Ke ~urvey. 

:.t.h, po.12u.t to 'bo rememll~red . bout be r1J in a na ..... ional · 

P" rk Tihe e thay livo in the orHm. re protected , and come l.n con-



tao'l~ with people. 1a that they lose their inatlnotive fear. They 

are then lil ely to put o, parson o.n an eq)).al \"ii th other animals they 

maet. It ie aonnd advice in t-ho parks i1ot t;o feed bears. A man 

may empty his pockats P...nu satisfy a bear, nd ::-.lla m y be t°hanlc.t"ul 

D.lld alk awey. ln one oasa whore n. klndly-dls·r>oaod tourist fed 

an old boar , when the l~st bit of f oou was he.ndo ou..t, '!rs. -ruin 

"'rew crusty mid knooked him over. Sh riay have thou.eht he was 

holdiil!!, · ~ oo;athin 'tac, • Onoo !l'l 1olror offered a bear a. lighted 

oiRar , snd ~ot badly mussed up or the insult. 

Ona thin · is ver:v certatn- jf a cub evor c ts in "f,rouble 

or in o. tif"ht placo , 111::.e th little boar t~ut pu!"!heu hi'.~ head 

in a can e_nd, couldn' t pull it ovt~ this is sound advice for e.n.y 

sympathotic citizen: 11!-}et t.s far uwa~ .. from Johnnie as poasi ble_l " 

Trying to re(.1.aon or ba sym:pathotio with worried mother beer is 
too much li1"o oraopinr. up to find out wl..y a cha.rp;o ot d;vnami te 

doesn' t explode. 

Tl10 color o"'° a boer' a oo."'t do. a no"· indicn.to his spe-

c.des. For many years the color phase 01· a ble.cl b ar 'ao thought 

to .represont different npncias. f ometimea a bl .. ,ol: moi her bear 

mo;y hv:ve two brown cubs, or even .... brown P..nd a blo.alr cul>. The 

a01nmon bl ck l>~ nr that had n b:rOtin coat t; a f'ormorly called a 

"oinn.amon 'b...-.ar. 11 Tho vr..i .. iation ii, c. be· r ' s doat is like the 11.f-

forent colors of hmnen hair. 

Tho blac1 b r.1· 1~~ foun in th wilde1· forested area.a 

from the Atlantic to tho Pacific. The r nee of the grizzly ls 
in t1"e Rooky ·· e . from yomine; to A:l.nska. He ls oa.eily recog-

nized beoe.usa 1 a is bigger in body snct stnnda hi her in th~ choul-
' 

dors , C..."'1.d is oil var-gray in oolor. He '11.a.lks with his head up. 



A ble:.ck bear is highest. in the miGdle of the baok, loi-:ar at the 

shouldora, $Jl.ll. round on the hind qu:artars. 1:11 walking he usually 

carrloa his head lov,;. An old g1"izzly doesn' t climb trees, zhilt1 

a 'bl 01 bear cru o u a tree like n ~ uiITs1. 
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