Legal warfare to end pollutlon
which allegedly threatens the ex-
Jstence of the salmon fishing indus-
try in the Columbia Basin opened
late Thursday when suits to enjoin
corporations from dumping \indus-
trlal wastes in the rivers were filed
in federal court by the Columbia
River Fishermen’s union.

The suits, the first detinite steps
to end pollution in'the rivers, which
naturalists say are swiftly becoming
unfit for fish life, were filed by the
legal firms of Lord & Gillard of
Portland and Hesse & Franciscovich
of Astoria, associate counsel for the
fishermen.

The firms named defendants in
the pollution suits are Crown Wil-
lamette Paper company, Hawley
Pulp & Paper Co., Hunt Brothers
Packing company, Reid, Murdock &
Co., Southern Pacific company,
Clark & Wilson Lumber company,
Crossett Western Lumber company, !
Swift & Co., States Steamship com- |
pany.

FIRST OF SERIES

" The suits are the first in a series,

planned against all industrial firms
and municipalities which allegedly
pollute the river water with wastes.

William M. Finley, outstanding au-
thority on fish and game, lauded the
efforts of the fishermen’s association
to end pollution.

“It is high time that steps be taken
to end the disgraceful pollution of
the rivers,” Finley said. “This move
of the Columbia Fishermen’s union
deserves the widest support. The
salmon fishing industry 1s seriously
threatened, particularly the sp rlng
yun of Chinook salmon, the most im-
portant commercially.

CITES LAW

“We have had a state law forbld-
ding the dumping of sewage and in-
dustrial wastes in the river. It has
never been enforced because there
was doubt as to its legality. It is my
hope that this law will be thoroughly
tested in the current suits, and if it
is found inadequate, legislation must
be passed to save the salmon in-
dustry?.. °

Lord said the fishermen have been
collecting samples of polluted water

|

and specimens of chemical slime de-“

posited on the river bottoms by -in-
dustrial waters in preparation for
their suits. The imminent completion
of Bonneville dam, which may or

may not destroy the upper river|

salmo spawning by halting the
migrant salmon, forced the fishermen

to file the suits to clean up thej

Willamette river,
MUST BE CLEARED

“It is problematical whether the
fishways designed for Bonneville dam
will successfully convey the salmon
over the dam on their Journey to
the upper reaches of the stream,” he
“saids Bt is imperatlve that the
Willamette be freed from pollution,
so it may take its place as the chief
stock stream for Chinook salmon if
the Chinook run is halted by the
new dam. -
4Tt was necessary to file these suits
at this time, in order that the Wil-
lamette can be placed in condition as
a reserve spawning stream by the
time Bonneville dam is completed
The samples show pollution is so
serious that fish nets are rotted. The
“Willamette is so polluted ‘at almon

runs are largely halted.”

Arvid Matison, secretary “of thel
fishermen’s association, declared the
suit would test the eff.macy of the
state law forbidding pollution. The
fishermen have been forced into the
legal battle to end pollution by the
threat to their livelihood and the
possible end of the $25,000,000 sal-
mon industry if industrial and mu-
nicipal dumping in the river is not
halted. Y

Finley said = the injunctions, if
granted by federal court, should in-
clude some clause giving municipali-
ties and industrial corporations time
to provide methods of disposing of
wastes and sewage before the injunc-
tion becomes effective. :

TO GET TIME

“It is impossible to make such ex-
| tensive changes in a short period, but
. municipalities and corporations
' should be made to complete their ar-

rangements for the changes needed
within two or three years, prefer-
ably by the time the dam is com-
pleted,” Finley said, “It is thought
the fishways at Bonneville will be
adequate, but experience only will
determine this. Even if they do turn

' tive union, asserted his organization
| was ready to lend a hand in any|

lout to be satisfactory, the Willamette
pollution should be ended to protect
the kgreat annual spring run of chi-
{noo

No suits were filed against -any
municipalities, but action will be
brought later ‘to ‘enjoin cities and
tnwns along the rivers from dump-
‘1ng sewage into the streams, it was
‘stated A number of Washington cor-
'porations  allegedly contributing to
(Columbia river pollution will be
'sued in the Tacoma district federal
court, Lord stated.

The corporations named defend-
ants in the suits include canners and
packers of fruit, who assertedly
dump decomposed fruit in the river,
Ilumber mills which dump bark and
'mill wastes, paper concerns which
assertedly sluice sulphates and min-
ute fibers into the water, and rail-

roads and steamship lines which the
complaint declares dump crude oil
into the streams. All these wastes are |
deleterious to fish 11fe, thee omplain
alleges. It asks that a permanent in-
junction be issued against all the
parties defendant forbidding further
pollution of the streams.

Polluhon of
Mam

Suggestmns for the ellmlnafgjn of
wastes that threaten to destroy both
hook and line angling and commer-
cial fishing in the Willamette and
Columbia rivers were the chief topic
at the annual meeting of the Port-
land chapter, Izaak Walton League
of America, Thursday mght in the
Congress hotel.

E. A, Storvik, treasurer of the Co-
lumbia River Fisherman’s Protec-

clean-up move sponsored by the
chapter.

Chester McCarty, president of the
state executive council of the Wal-
tonians; Matt Corrl%an, McMinnville;
Dr. David B. Hill, Salem; Francis
Lambert, Dr, Arch Milligan,’ Dr.
David Charlton and Edward Averill
of Portland were named as a com-
mittee to meet with representatwes
of the fisherman’s union here De-
cember 15 further to discuss means
of riding the two rivers of pollu-
ion.

Governor Martm, one of the
guests, paid tribute to Izaak Walton
and also related the progress made
in stocking Oregon streams.

Congressman Ekwall, William L.
Finley, vice president of the Nation-
@l Izaak Walton league' Frank B.
Wire, state game supervisor; Arthur
I. Moulton, national dlrector' Wil-
liam Rush of the United States bio-
logical survey; Will R. Lewis and
McCarty also spoke.

Jacob G. Kamm, vice presuient
who was nominated for the presi-
dency during 1936, presided. Dr.
George A. Cathey was nominated
for vice president and Merrill Rose
and Homer Wyait for directors. The
chapter will meet again January 9

to elect officers,
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